
 Shelter Schedule
 2015-2016

Nov.15-22 St. Bede Outreach Center

Nov.22-29 Williamsburg
 Community Chapel

Nov.29-Dec.6 CrossWalk Community
  Church

Dec.6-13 Williamsburg
 Presbyterian Church

Dec.13-20 Williamsburg United 
 Methodist Church

Dec.20-23; Williamsburg Christian
Dec. 26-27 Church

Dec.27-Jan.3 Williamsburg Church   
 of Christ

Jan.3-10 New Town United
 Methodist Church

Jan.10-17 St. John Baptist Church

Jan.17-24 Williamsburg United 
 Methodist Church

Jan.24-31 Bruton Parish Church   
 Parish House

Jan. 31-Feb.7 St. Martin’s Episcopal
 Church

Feb.7-14 Life Church

Feb.14-21 Williamsburg
 Community Chapel

Feb.21-28 Walnut Hills Baptist
 Church

Feb. 28-Mar.6 Grace Covenant
 Presbyterian Church

Mar.6-13 James River Baptist   
 Church 

Mar.13-20 Smith Memorial 
 Baptist Church

See list of Shelter Partners inside!

Key Leader Training 
Tuesday, Oct. 27
6:30-8:30 pm
New Town 
United Methodist Church 
5209 Monticello Ave.
RSVP by Oct. 15!

Community of Faith Mission is a faith-based, 
non-governmental low barrier emergency 
shelter ministry, which, through the efforts 
of volunteers, provides emergency shelter 

and food on a weekly basis from November 
through March for men, women, and 

families who are homeless in the Greater 
Williamsburg, Virginia area.

It’s Our Fourth Year!

www.cofm.info

Fall 2015 Newsletter

Welcome to Year 4 of the 
COFM emergency shelter 
program. We want to 

thank all the congregations and 
volunteers who have committed to 
supporting the Shelter this year. We 
could not do it without you!
   An exciting feature this year is the 
new position of Shelter Manager. 
The Shelter Manager, a role that will 
be shared by two people, will assist 
congregations in the Shelter. See 
page two for more information.
 Training for Shelter Host and 
Partner Key Leaders will be held 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 6:30-8:30 pm 
at New Town United Methodist, 
5209 Monticello Avenue (next to the 
courthouse).
 All Hosts should send at least two 
Key Leaders, and Partners should 
send at least one. You may bring up 
to six, but due to space limitations 
we are not able to accommodate 
more than that.
 We will use a similar format in our 
training as last year, updating you on 
any new policies and highlighting four 
key areas through rotating stations. 
 At the end of the Key Leader 
training, there will be two segments 
that only new Shelter Hosts and Shelter 
Partners need to attend. 

  Our special training on Safety 
and Security will be Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, 6:30-8:30 pm, also at 
New Town United Methodist. 
We have asked each Host and 
Shelter Partner to send one or two 
individuals to this special training. 
Jay Sexton, retired JCC Police 
Officer specializing in CIT (Crisis 
Intervention Team), will be the lead 
facilitator. 
 Don’t forget that our training video 
is available for your use at your own 
in-house training. We also have a video, 
“Our Story,” which provides an overview 
of our emergency shelter program.  
 Key Leaders: Please RSVP by 
Oct. 15 to your COFM key contact 
with the number of individuals 
from your congregation who will be 
attending each training session. 



Our Shelter Partners play 
a vital role by providing 
volunteers, food, and 
support to Shelter Hosts. 
Thank you!

Church of Jesus Christ of      
   Latter-day Saints

First Baptist Church

Greater City 

Hickory Neck Episcopal    
   Church

James City Community   
   Church 

Kingdom Life Church

King of Glory Lutheran   
   Church

New Zion Baptist Church

St. Olaf Catholic Church 

St. Stephen Lutheran   
   Church

Stonehouse Presbyterian  
   Church

Temple Beth El

Unity Fellowship Church

Williamsburg Baptist   
   Church

Williamsburg Unitarian     
   Universalists

Zion Baptist Church

of administrative roles, is adept at 
office management and procedures, 
and is highly organized. She has 
volunteered at the COFM Shelter 
at Bruton Parish Church for 
three years, as well as at PORT of 
Hampton Roads.
 Kim has more than ten years’ 

experience as a 
counselor and 
family service 
coordinator, 
assisting 
inmates, youth 
and families, 
as well as the 

homeless community. She holds an 
MS in social and community service 
and is a Qualified Mental Health 
Professional.  
 The Shelter Manager position is an 
integral part of Community of Faith 
Mission’s business plan to safeguard 
the long-term success of the shelter 
program. 
 Please join us in welcoming Kris 
and Kim.

Thank you! We could not do it 
without you!
    We also want to express our gratitude 
to Wellsprings United Methodist Church 
and Smith Memorial Baptist Church, 
who are working together to assemble 
600 hygiene kits for the upcoming 
season, with the help of St. John Baptist 
youth. 
     We still need travel-sized toiletry items 
for our hygiene kits. Contact Kennth 
Haywood (kohaywood@yahoo.com) to 
donate. Thank you!

Shelter Partners  
2015-2016

www.cofm.info

Meet Our New 
Shelter Managers
We are happy to announce 

that we have hired two 
people to serve as Shelter 

Manager during the weeks that our 
emergency shelter is open.
 The Shelter Manager will provide 
on-site support to Hosts and Shelter 
Partners by maintaining consistency 
at Host Sites, by ensuring that 
shelter procedures, safety, and 
security protocol are followed, and 
will communicate with COFM 
Board Members on daily operations. 
 The Shelter Manager position will 
be shared by two people. A Shelter 
Manager will be present on Sunday 
when the Host site is loading the 
trailer to take to the next Host. 
 After a rigorous search process, 
the COFM Board has hired Kris 

Magnusson 
and Kim Scott 
as our Shelter 
Managers.
 Kris has more 
than 20 years’ 
experience 
in a variety 

We are pleased to announce 
the addition of one new 
Shelter Host and three new 

Shelter Partners to COFM, as well 
James River Baptist’s moving from 
Partner to Host. 
   Thank you and welcome to: 
Greater City (Partner); Kingdom Life 
(Partner); Unity Fellowship Church 
(Partner); and Williamsburg Church 
of Christ (Host). 
   We now have 32 faith groups 
participating in our shelter program. 

Welcome, New Hosts and Partners!



Our New Intern 
Welcome Josiah Day, a marketing 
major in the business school at 
William and Mary! Thanks to a 
generous grant from a Shelter Host, 
we are delighted to have Josiah 
assisting the COFM board at Host 
Sites as an intern during the shelter 
season and with other administrative 
tasks. Be sure to say hello to him when 
you see him working in the Shelter!

COFM Appoints New Board Members

Riverside Paper Supply Company again has generously offered to supply 
paper products for our Shelter, including plates, cups, napkins, and 

plastic cutlery. 
 If you are interested, contact COFM board member Kenneth Haywood at 
kohaywood@yahoo.com  no later than Oct. 20. The products will be delivered 
to Williamsburg, where Kenneth will set a pickup time, date, and location. 
 If you wish to take advantage of the offer, please let your Shelter Partners 
know so that they do not purchase supplies themselves. 

Paper Products Available for Shelter Hosts

www.cofm.info

The board of COFM has named two new members: Leslie George 
(Williamsburg Community Chapel), secretary; and Todd VanTasel (New 
Town United Methodist 

Church), director of technology. 
   They join Kathleen Banfield and 
Renee Collins, co-presidents (St. 
Bede Catholic Church); Christopher 
James, vice president of community 
relations (St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church); Stephanie Turner, treasurer 
(New Town United Methodist 
Church); Ashley Willis, director-at-
large (Williamsburg Community Chapel); Bill Johnson, director of operations 
(Walnut Hills Baptist Church); Roy Gerardi, director of social services (City of 
Williamsburg Department of Human Services), Kenneth Haywood, director 
of partnerships/facilities (St. John Baptist Church); Annabelle Socha, director of 
fundraising (Williamsburg Presbyterian Church);and Lynn Blankman, director of 
communications (Bruton Parish Church).

We have been informed 
by WATA that we will 
no longer be able to 

purchase the $1 daily bus tickets for 
our Shelter guests. 
 This means our price has doubled 
to $2 per ticket. Last year, we 
purchased 2,300 tickets — therefore, 
we are budgeting approximately 
$4,600 for this year’s tickets.
 If your congregation or volunteers 
are looking for a way to help 

COFM, this is it! Please consider 
making a donation towards these 
essential bus tickets for our guests. 
Shelter guests who do not have their 
own transortation rely on these 
tickets to get them to and from 
Shelter Host sites.
    Donations may be made through 
our website — www.cofm.info — 
which uses PayPal, or by sending 
a check to COFM, PO 6357, 
Williamsburg 23188. Thank you! 

Seeking Donations for  
Bus Tickets for Our Guests

Save These Dates
Saturday, Dec. 5: The Christmas 
Parade. COFM board members and 
volunteers from participating faith 
groups will march in the parade 
alongside the COFM “God Pod”. 
Congregations are invited to send 
one representative. Join us! Contact 
Kenneth Haywood at kohaywood@
yahoo.com to be part of the fun!

Friday, Jan. 29, 5:30-8 pm: 
Our second annual Warm Up 
Williamsburg soup supper fundraiser! 

This year we 
will be at 
Williamsburg 
United 
Methodist 
Church. Stay 
tuned for more 

details and join us for this fun and 
tasty event, which benefits our shelter 
program!

Like us on Facebook!




